
Kia ora koutou,

We are now more than midway through the first term here at the college, and there are
many things happening. I would firstly like to acknowledge all the teachers and staff who
have worked hard to ensure we have had a positive start to the year. Over the past few
days I have completed a number of classroom walkthroughs, and it has been great to
see some awesome teaching and learning taking place, with engaging activities and
hands-on learning occurring across the school.

This week at Assembly we awarded our first attendance certificates. I was pleased to
hand out many certificates to students who achieved 99% or 100% attendance. I shared
with the student body that there is no single factor that impacts their success at school
more directly than attendance. If students are in class, on time, and engaging in their
learning, they are far more likely to experience success. Attendance is simply the biggest
factor when it comes to academic achievement at school.
If your student received an attendance award, I encourage you as whānau to celebrate
this achievement and congratulate them — and yourselves — for supporting such
positive habits. If your student did not receive an attendance award this time, I
encourage you to work together to aim for one at the end-of-term assembly. A reminder
that all students who receive an attendance award during the year go into the draw at
the end of the year to win the ultimate attendance prize.

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all the students who
participated in the BOP Athletics yesterday. Making it to Bay Athletics is a massive
accomplishment and you should be proud of your efforts. A special congratulations to
Zaeden Koopu and Taliah Munro, who have qualified to represent the Bay of Plenty at
the Secondary Schools Waikato Athletics. This is an outstanding achievement and you
have made your school extremely proud.

In general, our uniform has been looking great. However, as the cooler and wetter
weather begins to set in, please ensure that students continue to adhere to the school
uniform policy. This means no gumboots and no hoodies.

Students will soon be completing their first round of assessments, if they have not
already done so. I encourage you to have conversations at home about how things are
going, what assessments are coming up, and what assignments may be due.

Ngā mihi
Andrew Lau
Acting Principal.
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Junior Boys

 1  Duke Hudsonst

2  Elluzion Warren nd

Intermediate Boys

1  Kobey Kingist

2  Lucan Claynd

Senior Boys

1  Royall Carmichaelst

2  Hohepa Pukepukend

Swimming Sports

On Tuesday, 10 March 2026, our school came together for
an action‑packed Swimming Sports and School Spirit Day,
celebrating participation, teamwork, and summer fun.
With good weather and high energy from students and
staff, the day was filled with friendly competition and
student participation.

Swimming Sports
Placings

House Spirit Day

On Tuesday students also took part in a range of events
for House Spirit Day, from competitive races to fun novelty
activities, ensuring everyone could get involved. House
colours were on display. It was wonderful to see so many
students stepping up to participate, encourage their peers,
and contribute to the House Spirit day.
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Junior Girls
1 st Sapphire Nathan

2  Shriaana Kahukiwand

Intermediate Girls 
N/A

Senior Girls 
1  Te Raria Walkerst

2  Kavayla Claynd

Swimming Sports
Placings

Year 12 Zipline

On Friday 6 March, Mrs Alison Waller took her L2AQU
and L3AQU classes to the Canopy Tours zipline in
Rotorua, a trip sponsored by the Primary Industry
Training Organization (PITO) to help build teamwork
skills. The guides shared expert knowledge about the
native forest and wildlife while supporting students to
push beyond their comfort zones. Students zipped
through the treetops at speeds of 45–60 km/h, reaching
heights of 35 meters and travelling on a line over 260
meters long. 

Special thanks were given to Greg Straker from PITO for
organizing the trip, as well as Mr Faghan Pocsi and
Marcus for driving the Year 12 and Year 13 vans.

Later this month, the L2AQU class will kayak with Kenny
from KG Kayaks to the mussel beds in Ōhiwa Harbour to
learn more about greenshell mussel biology. Meanwhile,
the L3AQU class will visit the Motu River for a fishing trip
to support their understanding of finfish biology.
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New Sports Uniform

Big thanks to all staff
and students who
contributed to the new
design of our sports
uniform. Students
have already begun
wearing them at
competitions, and
they’re looking very
sharp. Check out our
Facebook page for a
sneak peek!

Volleyball

Our Volleyball teams
have been working hard,
training for their
upcoming competitions.

Attendance

Week 5 and 6 have
come to an end and we
have had a huge
amount of students with
awesome attendance. 

These students were
acknowledged in front
of the school during our
assembly, receiving their
certificates.

Bay of Plenty 
Big Congratulations to
our students who
participated in the Bay of
Plenty Athletics in
Tauranga this Thursday.

Important information for students and whānau
Another reminder to our community, we encourage all our whānau to stay up to date with school
activities and events. Please follow our Facebook and Instagram pages, and join our Skool Loop
app for important updates about the school and upcoming activities.

If whānau have any concerns, please phone the office on 07 315 7022, or alternatively, drop by and
visit us at 22 Saint John Street, Ōpōtiki.
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IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH

Wednesday 18,
WAIBOP Athletics

Thursday 19 Forklift
Licence: L2WRP &
L3WRP and Youch
Tournament in
Pāpāmoa.

Friday 20 Forklift
Licence: L2WRP &
L3WRP

Monday 23 Volley Ball
and Waka Ama
Nationals

Tuesday 24 Volley Ball
Satelite Competition

Wednesday 25 March
Maurua Whānau hui
5.30pm

Thursday 26 L2AQU
Kayaking

Friday 27 L3QU Fishing

Defensive Driving Program

Over the past few weeks, students have taken part in a
defensive driving course run by Nick Wills from Exceed
Driving. The school thanks Te Pou Oranga o Te
Whakatōhea Charitable Trust and Te Tāhuhu o Te Rangi
– Ōpōtiki District Library for providing venues. Fourteen
students participated, with course fees generously
sponsored by Lions International Ōpōtiki.

The school is also supporting students preparing for their
Learner Licence by helping them study and taking them
to Heartlands for their online test. The school covers half
the licence fee, with the remainder added to the
student’s school account. Students ready to book a test
should bring their paperwork to Mrs Alison Waller.

As part of the programme, students working toward
their Restricted Licence can receive pre-test driving
lessons after gaining about five months of driving
experience.

Local businesses or individuals interested in supporting
the Drive to Thrive programme are invited to contact Mrs
Waller. The school also thanks Marcus for ensuring
students get to their courses and lessons on time.

Opportunities for students!
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